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LAND OF 10000 STORIES

19-year-old nursing home worker finds willing fingers while she earns

her nail certificate.

HOPKINS, Minn. — The young woman unpacking her well-stocked nail kit has done this before.

A beauty school student needs a lot of reps.

“I graduated in December,” Marielle Smith says as she sets up her worktable. “I went to the

Atelier Academy of Beauty in Hopkins.”

Turns out the newly certified nail technician had an ace in the hole. Marielle’s part-time job at a

nursing home meant scores of willing fingers on which to practice.

“We're going to have our nails done today,” Toots Holland proclaims as she rolls up to Marielle’s

table next to her friend Dee Lowell.

Both women are in wheelchairs. They couldn’t be more tickled to be here.

“We’re going to be beautiful,” Toots says.

Toots Holland (left) and Dee Lowell look on as Marielle Smith does their nails. (Devin Krinke/KARE)

Over the next three hours, in a small nursing home salon, Marielle will file, polish, and intricately

paint Toots’ and Dee’s nails.

Patience is all it will cost them. Fortunately, time, they have plenty.

“She can be here till midnight,” Toots says. “I'll be here.”

Toots makes note of Marielle’s attention to detail. “See how she takes care of each nail,” Toots

says. “Now this is a talent, it truly is.”

They are the kinds of compliments a grandmother might give.

“Yes, she is like a granddaughter to me,” Toots says.

Toots Holland displays her Easter nails. (Devin Krinke/KARE)

The 19-year-old was hired at Good Samaritan Society Ambassador two years ago as a certified

nursing assistant. More recently, Marielle has transitioned into health information management

and working the front desk. 

“She’s caring,” Toots says. “That’s what she is, she’s a caring person.”

When Marielle first started painting residents’ nails, Toots and Dee encouraged her to go to

beauty school – then kept cheering her on.

“They definitely, encouraged me to keep going, because I was not good when I first started,”

Marielle says.

Toots Holland shows off her newly completed nails to residents and staff at Good Samaritan Society Ambassador.

(Devin Krinke/KARE)

As Marielle practiced, nursing home residents began sported ever more stunning nails.

“This was Mary,” says Marielle scrolling through her iPad portfolio to reveal the hands of

resident after resident.

During the holidays, Marielle decorated their nails with painted holly berries, candy canes and

gift wrap.

Last month, Toots sported valentines.

This month, Marielle is decorating the 85-year-old’s nails with Easter bunnies.

Dee Lowell displays her Easter nails. (Devin Krinke/KARE)

“They're looking good,” Toots sings to her own tune as she admires the progress. “They're

looking good.”

Toots used to work in a machine shop. She never considered a manicure.

Marielle did her first.

“I’ve never been to a beauty shop to watch the ladies,” she says.

When Good Samaritan’s director of nursing Kim Stoltzman hired Marielle as a nursing assistant,

she didn’t know the other benefits the teen would bring.

“If I’m helping a resident with a task, they’re very quick to point it out and they’re very proud of

their nails,” Kim says. “It just makes them feel good. It just adds so much joy to their day and

their life.”

Marielle Smith works intently on a nursing home resident’s nails. (Devin Krinke/KARE)

One day, Marielle hopes to open her own salon.

She says she knows she’s not “saving lives” like the nurses she works with, “but it makes me

feel like I'm doing something to change their lives.”

The work complete, Toots and Dee are surrounded by a small group of nursing home residents

and staff ogling over their nails.

The newly adorned women beam.

“Oh, I feel wonderful,” Dee says of her afternoon with Marielle. “That’s one of the best things I

can do for myself.”

Boyd Huppert is always looking for great stories to share in the Land of 10,000 Stories! Send us

your suggestions by filling out this form.

Watch more from the Land of 10,000 Stories:

Watch the latest videos from the Land of 10,000 Stories in our YouTube playlist and subscribe to

the Land of 10,000 Stories Complete Collection on YouTube.
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In 2018, DNA tests confirmed Denice Juneski and Linda Jourdeans

were switched at birth in 1945.

EAGAN, Minn. —

2023 UPDATE:

For the past five years of her life — and only then — did Linda Jourdeans know the truth.

Somehow, she’d been switched at birth with another baby at the hospital, leading to both girls

growing up in the wrong families. 

KARE 11 first reported the story of Linda Jourdeans and Denice Juneski in the spring of 2018.

The women had stayed mostly out of the spotlight since. 

On Feb. 18, Linda died from acute myeloid leukemia.

ORIGINAL STORY:

Denice Juneski and Linda Jourdeans struggle to even come up with a word for the bond they

share.

Sisters? Cousins? Nothing seems to apply.

There’s no playbook, after all, for two women in their 70s who’ve just found out they were

switched at birth.

“It’s a crazy thing,” Denice said. “People just automatically assume they got the right family.”

Linda Jourdeans points to herself in a family photo. (Photo: Boyd Huppert, KARE 11)

Only a few weeks have passed since Denice and Linda learned they didn’t, as infants, go home

with the right family.

In the journey that brought them to this strange place, Denice, who lives in Eagan, took the first

step.

Already an ancestry buff, the 72-year-old grandmother submitted DNA to the genealogy website

23andMe, hoping to learn more about her health history.

A few weeks later, when her list of DNA relatives arrived, she was taken aback.

“I didn't match anybody,” she said. Actually, Denice matched several people, but not one name

among them she’d ever heard of.

Denice Juneski (left) and Linda Jourdeans recently learned they were switched at birth. (Photo: Boyd Huppert,

KARE 11)

Denice took the test a second time — same result.

“Either 23andMe made a mistake,” Denice concluded, “or I was switched at birth.”

But if Denice had grown up in someone else's family, who had grown up in hers?

The answer came from 40 miles away, in Hammond, Wisconsin, after Linda’s niece noticed

Denice on her own DNA report.

“We believe you've been switched at birth,” Linda’s daughter and her husband informed Linda

after they, too, were let in on the discovery.

Baby photo of Linda Jourdeans. (Photo: Boyd Huppert, KARE 11)

Linda didn’t waste any time. “I did my DNA right away because I've got to see this on paper,”

she said.

The DNA provided the proof. A 72-year secret had been uncovered.

Denice and Linda quickly put together the pieces.

In the early morning hours of Dec. 19, 1945, at Bethesda Hospital in St. Paul, two baby girls were

born: Denice Mary Mayer at 2:17 a.m. and Linda Jean Nielsen, 31 minutes later.

How exactly they were switched, is probably lost to the ages.

“We'll never know,” Linda said, “and I'm sure the nurses are dead that probably took care of us.”

This is what's known: For 72 years, Denice and Linda have unknowingly walked in each other’s

footsteps.

Linda Jourdeans (lower right) was the only redhead in her family. (Photo furnished by: Linda Jourdeans)

Family photos offer anecdotal support for the DNA’s scientific conclusion. Linda, the redhead, is

pictured growing up in a family of blondes, while Denice, the blonde, is surrounded by

brunettes and redheads in pictures with her siblings and cousins.

Denice, lacking both stamina and coordination, found herself in a family of athletes.

For years, her father played baseball around the Twin Cities, including a stint with the St. Paul

Saints. Her brother was a ballplayer, too. Denice’s sister is in the Minnesota Softball Hall of

Fame.

“Sometimes I had that sense that I didn't quite fit in,” Denice said.

Denice Juneski (far left) was the lone blonde in her family. (Photo furnished by: Denice Juneski)

But Linda would have fit in quite nicely. The only athlete in her family, Linda played softball into

her 50s.

For seven decades they’d been living each other’s life, even answering to each other's name.

“I was really supposed to be another person,” Denice said.

Baby photo of Denice Juneski. (Photo furnished by: Denice Juneski)

Linda’s daughter, Michelle, may have been the least surprised. “You don’t look like the rest,” she

used to tell her mother. In 2002, she went as far as checking public birth records but eventually

dropped her pursuit.

Since finding each other in April, Denice and Linda have met several times, and now, they

realize they do have someone in common. At 99 and in memory care, Marianne Mayer is now

getting visits from Denice, the daughter she raised, and Linda, the daughter to whom she gave

birth.

The women retell the story on every visit. Marianne seems accepting of what happened and

enjoys the company of both.

“Now you have more grandchildren — red-haired ones,” Denice says, as mother and daughters

share a laugh.

Marianne Mayer, 99, gets a visit from the daughter she raised and the daughter to whom she gave birth. (Photo:

Boyd Huppert, KARE 11)

Rochelle Nielsen, the other mother in the hospital that 1945 morning, died of cancer at 42.

“She's been gone so long,” Linda says, wiping away tears.

At 17, Linda lost a mother. At 72, she found another.

“Unbelievable,” Linda says.

Linda Jourdeans holds a photo of the mother who raised her, Rochelle Nielsen. (Photo: Boyd Huppert, KARE 11)

Despite the shock, Denice and Linda agreed it was better to find out about the mistake than

remain in the dark.

Denice says good things are already coming of it. “I consider it a gift,” she said.

They’ve begun meeting the families to which they should have belonged. Later this month,

members of both families plan to attend a reunion where the introductions will continue.

RELATED: Switched at birth, women are guests at reunion

As for what to call the bond that now connects them, “We’re just new friends,” Linda said, as

Denice nods in agreement.

You'd probably be friends too with the person who's been tending to your life.

Boyd Huppert is always looking for great stories to share in the Land of 10,000 Stories! Send us

your suggestions by filling out this form.

Watch more from the Land of 10,000 Stories:

Watch the latest videos from the Land of 10,000 Stories in our YouTube playlist and subscribe to

the Land of 10,000 Stories Complete Collection on YouTube.
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Denice Juneski (left) and Linda Jourdeans recently learned they were switched at birth. (Photo: Boyd

Huppert, KARE 11)
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Denice Juneski (left) and Linda Jourdeans were switched at birth. (Photo: Chad Nelson, KARE)
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Seven years later, former Franklin Middle School students have gone

on to do good things.

MINNEAPOLIS —

2023 UPDATE:

The story below first aired on May 22, 2016. 

The attached video contains updated information on several former members of the Franklin

Middle School Future Boys and Future Girls group.

Franklin Middle School students gather for the premiere of their song and video.

Where some saw challenges, Michael Bratsch saw an opportunity.

The new teacher in a newly reopened school announced to his students last fall, “There is no

school song. This is our chance.”

And so began the project that would help define that year at Franklin Middle School in north

Minneapolis.

On a mission

Let’s go

Let’s make it

We’re on a roll

Franklin has always been an underdog school, situated in a part of Minneapolis where crime

and poverty have left their marks.

Ninety-six percent of the students currently enrolled qualify for free or reduced-price lunches

and all but 1% are children of color.

Eight years ago, amid declining enrollment, the school was shuttered and left for dead.

Franklin Middle School principal Karon Cunningham poses for a photo with a student.

Then, last fall, it reopened with a $12 million facelift, new teachers and several hundred students

pulled from at least eight other schools.

We’re the rockets

Taking off

As team

Blast off

“I wanted it to be a fresh start. I also wanted students to have a voice in it,” said Karon

Cunningham, the principal tasked with re-launching Franklin.

Among Cunningham’s hires was Michael Bratsch, a second-year teacher with an MBA and a

background in the music industry.

Franklin Middle School teacher Michael Bratsch founded the Future Boys and Future Girls Club.

“He really supports the mission that we have here, that every child can learn at high levels,”

Cunningham said. “I basically told him in the interview that I was not going to accept ‘no’ as an

answer; that he would be here at Franklin.”

Bratsch took the job and immediately began leaving his mark. Students in Bratsch’s English as a

Second Language classes are logging some of the most improved reading scores in the district.

The teacher papered the school walls with posters for Future Boys & Future Girls, a leadership

club Bratsch launched that later provided the students who helped write and sing the song.

We will shoot for the stars

We’re the Franklin Rockets

As a team all together no one can stop us.

Several of Bratsch’s music friends pitched in, lending an air of professionalism to the studio

recording.

All of it fit with Bratsch’s teaching philosophy, which is that students learn best when they don’t

realize they are learning. “It’s an opportunity for students to come in and learn state standard

academics, but learn it through projects,” he says.

Glentrel Carter, a Franklin eighth-grader, was the first student in the school to sign up for Future

Boys & Future Girls.

Franklin Middle School students (left to right) Iyonna Riddley, Jasmine Jackson and Thidathip Crockett.

“I knew he was going to be cool the first week of school,” said Carter, who insists “Mr. B” isn’t

gaining his popularity by going easy on his students.

“He’s strict,” Carter continues, “yeah, strict in a good way. Like making sure we stay on our

grades, making sure we’re the leaders of the building like we’re supposed to be, making sure

we don’t goof off, making sure we help people, making sure we stay out of drama.”

Bratsch, who teaches in a suit and tie, says his MBA study influenced his teaching style. “I treat

my job as if I worked at Cargill or General Mills every day. It’s a professional job and I just like to

operate in positivity and professionalism.”

This spring, the Franklin school song was made into a video, shot and edited by Ben Anderson,

a member of the MPS communications staff.

The video was unveiled to thunderous applause last week at a school assembly attended by

interim school superintendent Michael Gore.

Also in the crowd was Helen Hunter, Glentrel Carter’s mother. “I teared up,” she said after the

video was played. Hunter credits Bratsch for helping students “grasp life skills, not just school

skills.”

Bratsch hopes his students have produced a school song Franklin children will still be singing in

20 years.

“Seeing the growth in the students and seeing in their eyes that they believe in themselves, that

truly is the payoff,” Bratsch says.

S-u-c-c-e-s-s

Strive for great-n-e-s-s

We’re taking off like rockets

On our way

Boyd Huppert is always looking for great stories to share in the Land of 10,000 Stories! Send us

your suggestions by filling out this form.

Watch more from the Land of 10,000 Stories:
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